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TSP Overview 
 

The 2009 Transportation Systems Plan 
identified four guiding goals for the 
development of the transportation 
system in Wasco County.  These were: 
mobility and connectivity; safety; 
 multi-modal users; and environment. 
 
Objectives for each of the goals offer 
strong support for Wasco County land 
use planning policy.  The plan also 
provides specific transportation system 
improvement projects for the short and 
long term. 
 
Funding for infrastructure projects has 
been the most difficult challenge for 
transportation goals since the transfer 
payments, based on logging, were 
phased out in 2013.  Transfer payments 
were the Road Fund’s primary revenue 
source prior to 2013.  Reductions in 
staff and services were of the results of 
the shortfall in funding.   
 
Beyond roadways, transportation in 
Wasco County also includes freight/rail, 
air, marine, pedestrian/bicycle transit 
and pipeline and transmission system.   
 
Mass transit resources are currently 
managed by the Mid-Columbia  
Economic Development District. 
The Planning Department works with 
local, regional and state wide 
transportation partners to ensure 
development is consistent with the 
Transportation Systems Plan and  
Goal 12. 

Overview 
The Wasco County Transportation System Plan (TSP) was 
adopted in 2009 with the participation of the Oregon 
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and the Wasco 
County Public Works Department.  The TSP guides the 
management and development of transportation facilities 
within Wasco County. The TSP is consistent with Oregon 
Revised Statute (ORS) 197.12 and the Department of Land 
Conservation and Development (DLCD) administrative, 
the Transportation Planning Rule (TPR). 
 
Five of the policies in this plan are extracted from the TSP, 
with modifications made during the Wasco County 2040 
process to reflect changes in conditions and funding.  An 
additional policy has been added to recommend strategic 
updates to the TSP based on current and projected 
projects and conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

            Road in Wasco County (8/14/2017) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Statewide Planning 
Goal 12 

 

To provide and encourage a safe, 
convenient, and economic 
transportation system. 
 
A transportation plan shall: 
 
1.  Consider all modes of 
transportation, including mass 
transit, air, water, pipeline, rail, 
highway, bicycle and pedestrian; 
 

2.  Be based upon inventory of 
local, regional, and state 
transportation needs; 
 

3.  Consider the differences in social 
consequences that would results 
from utilizing differing 
combinations of transportation 
modes; 
 

4.  Avoid principal reliance upon any 
one mode of transportation; 
 

5.  Minimize adverse social, 
economic, and environmental 
impacts and costs; 
 

6.  Conserve energy; 
 

7.  Meet the needs of the 
transportation disadvantaged by 
improving transportation services; 
 

8.  Facilitate the flow of goods and 
services so as to strengthen the 
local and regional economy; and 
 

9.  Conform with local and regional 
comprehensive land use plans.  
Each plan shall include a provision 
for transportation as a key facility. 
 

Excerpt from  
OAR 660-015-0000(12) 

 

Cross Reference 
Additional policies related to this 
goal: Goal 2, Goal 6, Goal 8 
 
 
 
 
 

Wasco County Goal 12 
Transportation 

To provide and encourage a safe, convenient and economic 
transportation system. 



 
 

12.1.1 Plan for and maintain an interconnected system of roads that will link 
communities for all users and that will provide for the existing and future needs 
for transportation of goods and people in the regioni. 

 
Implementation for Policy 12.1.1: 
 

a. Promote and maintain an integrated and linked network of collector and local streets 
that minimizes travel distances. 
 

b. When traffic levels warrant it, develop a County arterial system that facilitates efficient 
and safe transportation of goods and people in the region. 

 
c. Maintain roadway performance standards for the efficient movement of people and 

goods. 
 

d. Coordinate with ODOT in identifying improvement and maintenance needs for the 
existing rural arterial system (i.e., state highways). 

 
 
12.1.2 Provide a transportation system that promotes the safety of current and future 

travel models for all users. 
 

Implementation for Policy 12.1.2: 
 
a. Continue to work with ODOT to identify and implement measures that will reduce the 

incidence and severity of motor vehicle crashes on roadway segments that exceeded 
the average statewide crash rate and/or other safety performance measures used by 
the county. 
 

b. Provide a transportation system that allows for adequate emergency vehicle access to 
all land uses. 
 

c. Promote railroad at grade crossing elimination, consolidation whenever possible. 
 

d. Develop access management standards for all county road facilities and implement 
these standards through the development approval process and as part of public 
improvement projects. 
 
 
12.1.3 Provide a multimodal transportation system that permits the safe and efficient 

transport of goods and people. 

Policies 



 
             Implementation for Policy 12.1.3: 
 

a. Continue to support the development of public transit opportunities through 
coordination and collaboration with regional transit authorities and networks. 
 

b. Promote an interconnected network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities throughout the 
County, including parallel routes to Interstate 84. 
 

c. Consider bicycle and pedestrian facilities needed during construction of new roads and 
during upgrades of existing roads. 
 

d. Support the development of recreational bicycling and hiking facilities. 
 
 

12.1.4 Provide a transportation system that balances transportation servicesii with the 
need to protect the environment. 

 
             Implementation for Policy 12.1.4: 
 

a. Develop and support and multi-modal transportation system that avoids reliance upon 
one form of transportation as well as minimizes energy consumption and air quality 
impacts. 
 

b. Encourage development patterns that decrease reliance on motor vehicles. 
 

c. Design new and improved transportation facilities to minimize impacts on the natural 
environment. 

 
 

12.1.5 Maintain the safety, physical integrity, and function of the County transportation 
network. 

 
             Implementation for Policy 12.1.5: 
 

a. Continue and enhance the partnering relationships with local jurisdictions, the 
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, and the Oregon Department of Transportation to 
provide a comprehensive, safe, and efficient transportation system throughout the 
County. 
 

b. Ensure that the existing transportation network is conserved through maintenance and 
preservation.  
 



c. Coordinate with the Public Works Department on activity in the ROW and road permits 
that impact regional travel or property owners. 
 
 

12.1.6 Ensure transparency of infrastructure requirements and ongoing costs for future 
development. 
 

             Implementation for Policy 12.1.6: 
 

a. A waiver of remonstrance for future road improvements may be required to be 
recorded with the County Clerk’s office at the time of partition, subdivision or planned 
unit development application approval. 
 

b. A restrictive covenant agreement requiring acknowledgment of improvement and 
maintenance costs for local access roads will be required to be recorded with the 
County Clerk’s office at the time of partition, subdivision or planned unit development 
application approval. 

 
 
12.1.7 Future updatesiii to the Transportation System Planiv should include recreational 

development and impact to the transportation network. 
 

             Implementation for Policy 12.1.7: 
 

a. Increased demand for recreational uses and expansion of recreational facilities within 
the transportation network should be incorporated into analysis for the Transportation 
Systems Plan. 
 

b. The concept of recreational/tourism corridors for development should be explored. 
 

c. Staff shall coordinate with ODOT and Public Works to ensure recreational connectivity 
and a balance between recreation and impacts to public facilities, services and adjacent 
land uses. 
 

 
 
                                                           
i Policies 1-5 and the supporting implementation strategies were identified during the 2009 Wasco County 
Transportation Systems Plan (TSP) planning process.  These policies directly map to the TSP goals. 
 
ii At the time of Wasco County 2040 adoption, Mid-Columbia Economic Development District operates the LINK 
public transit system and works with the regional transit alliance to provide transit opportunities to residents. 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                           
iii OAR 660-015-0000(12) require TSP and Comprehensive Plans be revised concurrently.  The transportation 
portion of the Comprehensive Plan was revised in 2009, concurrently with the TSP process. 
 
iv The Wasco County TSP was developed by reviewing relevant transportation plans and policies to ensure 
consistency, providing public open houses to provide information and opportunities for public input, identifying a 
detailed inventory of existing facilities and services and addressing future transportation needs. 
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